
July 201348 Africa Health

Publishing Partners

Sound research lays future foundation
An update on activities from our Publishing Partners

Research with impact from the University of 
Liverpool
Two health professionals who recently completed the 
University of Liverpool’s online MSc in Clinical Re-
search programme were invited to share the conclusions 
of their dissertation research at a major international 
conference.

Peter Yamoah, from Ghana, and UK resident Eliza-
beth Olubukola Adeniran, originally from Nigeria, pre-
sented their research findings at the prestigious Drug 
Information Association (DIA) 2013 49th Annual Meet-
ing: Advancing Therapeutic Innovation and Regulatory 
Sciences, held in Boston, USA from June 23–27.

Peter, who has recently completed his dissertation 
for the University’s online MSc in Clinical Research 
programme, presented on: ‘Awareness of Komfo 
Anokye Teaching Hospital (KATH) Clinical Staff of 
the DOTS Strategy for the Treatment of Tuberculosis’. 
Peter is Senior Pharmacist at the Kumasi hospital that 
featured in his research.

Elizabeth, a Senior Clinical Research Nurse for 
ICON Development Solutions in the UK, graduated 
in December 2012. Her presentation was on ‘Qual-
ity Clinical Trial Monitoring in Nigeria: The Impact of 
Regulatory Oversight and Resource Capacity’.

‘I chose this topic because it was a passion,’ said 
Elizabeth. ‘I want clinical trials to be adequately 
monitored for subjects’ safety and in order to make 
them fit for purpose.’ Her study concluded that, while 
there was room for improvement, there was sufficient 
regulatory oversight and resource capacity to facilitate 
quality clinical trial monitoring in Nigeria, in line with 
international standards. 

The DIA meeting – on ‘Advancing Therapeutic Inno-
vation and Regulatory Sciences’ – is a major confer-
ence with more than 7000 life sciences professionals 
participating. ‘I feel privileged, honoured and proud 
to present at this event,’ said Elizabeth, acknowledg-
ing the help she received both from an academic who 
coordinated her research in Nigeria and from her 
‘dedicated and supportive’ University of Liverpool Dis-
sertation Advisor. 

For more information on the online Masters 
programmes for health professionals, please go to        
university-liverpool-online.com/africahealth. 

Siemens to create companion diagnostic test 
for in-development Janssen heart failure drug
Siemens Healthcare Diagnostics has announced its 
entrance into a collaboration with Janssen Pharma-
ceutica NV to design, develop, and commercialise a 
companion diagnostic test associated with an early-

stage compound being developed by Janssen. This 
compound targets autoantibodies directed against the 
human β1-adrenergic receptor (β1-AR) that may con-
tribute to the development of heart failure.  

Under the agreement, Siemens will work with 
Janssen to design immunoassay-based companion 
diagnostic tests for use in Janssen’s clinical studies. 
The Siemens Clinical Laboratory (SCL), an innova-
tive and high-complexity testing laboratory designed to 
advance personalised medicine, will develop the 
clinical trial assay that will be used in Janssen’s clinical 
trials. In parallel, Siemens will develop and validate 
an in vitro diagnostic test as a companion diagnostic 
for the Janssen therapeutic product. The companion 
diagnostic test will be broadly commercialised on 
Siemens’ central laboratory automated immunoassay 
systems.

‘Our relationship with Janssen marks an important 
next step in Siemens’ personalised medicine strategy,’ 
said Michael Reitermann, CEO, Siemens Healthcare 
Diagnostics. ‘As a leading clinical diagnostics com-
pany, with the tools and technologies to help define 
the future of patient care, we are looking forward to 
collaborating with Janssen and extending their position 
in cardiac therapies.’
For more information please email 
Gian.Sachdev@siemens.com.

Launched in November 2011, ‘Agenda 2013’ is the 
initiative of the Siemens Healthcare Sector to further 
strengthen its innovative power and competitiveness. 
Specific measures, which will be implemented by the 
end of 2013, have been defined in four fields of action: 
innovation, competitiveness, regional footprint, and 
people development.

The Siemens Healthcare Sector is one of the world’s 
largest suppliers to the healthcare industry and a 
trendsetter in medical imaging, laboratory diagnostics, 
medical information technology, and hearing aids. Sie-
mens offers products and solutions for the entire range 
of patient care from a single source – from prevention 
and early detection to diagnosis, and on to treatment 
and aftercare. 

For further information please visit: 
www.siemens.com/healthcare
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Historic agreements announced to screen 
massive drug compound libraries for new 
treatments
The Global Health Innovative Technology Fund (GHIT 
Fund), a new public–private partnership that’s bring-
ing Japanese research and development to the global 
fight against infectious disease, will announce at the 
5th Tokyo International Conference on African Devel-
opment (TICAD V) a series of historic agreements to 
screen compound libraries at Japanese pharmaceutical 
companies and research institutes for new treatments 
for malaria, tuberculosis, and other afflictions that prey 
mainly on the poorest of the poor.

‘These 13 agreements are just the first of what 
we expect will be many global health partnerships 
facilitated and funded by the GHIT Fund that tap into 
Japan’s enormous capacity for innovation and technol-
ogy,’ said BT Slingsby, CEO and executive director of 
the GHIT Fund.

The GHIT Fund is a public-private partnership 
between the government of Japan, a consortium of 
Japanese pharmaceutical companies (Astellas Pharma 
Inc.; Daiichi Sankyo Co., Ltd.; Eisai Co., Ltd.; Shionogi 
& Co., Ltd.; and Takeda Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd.) and 
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. Launched with 
a potential 5year commitment of over US$100 million, 
the fund is unique in that it involves a consortium of 
pharmaceutical companies who initiated a partnership 
with government and civil society to support research 
and development for neglected diseases. It also is 
the first time the Japanese government, a longtime 
top-funder of international aid, has made a signifi-
cant commitment to developing new technologies 
that target diseases that are mainly a burden on poor 
countries.

The Fund’s inaugural efforts are financing the work 
of three non-profit product development partner-
ships (PDPs) to search for new drug candidates in 
compound libraries maintained by Japanese pharma-
ceutical companies and research institutes. The PDPs 
involved in the work are the Global Alliance for TB 
Drug Development (TB Alliance), the Medicines for 
Malaria Venture (MMV), and the Drugs for Neglected 
Diseases initiative (DNDi). 

‘MMV congratulates the Japanese government and 
Japanese pharmaceutical companies for launching this 
innovative, cross-sectoral initiative to address diseases 
of the developing world, such as malaria,’ said Dr 
David Reddy, PhD, CEO of MMV. ‘Every minute of 
every day a child in Africa dies from malaria. Working 
with the GHIT Fund and Japanese organisations will 
provide MMV access to novel Japanese compounds, 
expertise, and support, which we hope will open the 
door to new, breakthrough malaria medicines to help 
stop this unnecessary loss of life.’

The Government of the Republic 
of Zambia through the Ministry of 
Health has been on a drive to im-
prove access to essential medicines 
to the population of Zambia, and 
in recent years a number of studies 

and interventions have been conducted by the govern-
ment, together with partners, in an effort to improve 

drug availability at health facility level. Despite these 
efforts health centres across Zambia continue to face 
difficulties accessing drugs and medical supplies. The 
difficulty of accessing drugs is exacerbated in the ‘last 
mile.’

As part of the on-going Technical Assistance sup-
port to MSL (Medical Stores for Life), Crown Agents 
conducted a comprehensive feasibility study to extend 
MSL’s supply chain to include last mile distribution 
of assess the impact of health commodities to all 
health centres across Zambia and strengthening of lo-
gistics and distribution capacity. The study established 
that six regional cross-docking hubs and seven staging 
posts in strategic locations across the country would 
aid distribution to the last mile in Zambia. 

Upon acceptance of the report and its findings and 
with support from the MoH and the Swedish Interna-
tional Development Agency (SIDA), Crown Agents has 
piloted last mile delivery with the launch of the first 
hub in Choma in Zambia’s Southern Province on 27 
June. Subsequently, the second hub launch is sched-
uled for Chipata in the Eastern Province in September 
this year.

At the official launch of the Choma hub on June 27, 
Ministry of Health, Hon. Dr Joseph Kasonde praised 
the decentralisation of the MSL distribution func-
tion, called it ‘A deliberate step (to) bringing essential 
healthcare services closer to the people.’

This model will see MSL take over the responsibil-
ity of last mile distribution to every health centre in 
the country with the aim to increase order fulfilment 
rates, service delivery, and reduce wastage through 
reverse logistics of returns. Last mile distribution will 
also provide an opportunity to collect vital logistics 
and medical data as well as create roles for the private 
sector and NGOs for possible PPPs. Through complete 
oversight of the supply chain down to the last mile, 
MSL hopes to implement a cost-effective and efficient 
distribution system in order to improve access to 
health commodities across Zambia. 

MSL’s ‘last mile’ hub in Choma, Zambia


