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‘Africa rising’ is very much the catch 
phrase of the current era. Since the turn 
of the millennium, Africa has seen signifi-
cant economic progress. The middle classes 
are back in many cities and consumer-
ism has led to a boom in trade. House 
prices have rocketed, options for private 
healthcare and education have improved 
immeasurably, and all is rosy.

Or is it? Public sector progress is more 
patchy, but perhaps most glaringly, where 
are the jobs? It seems there is a rising tide 
of trading, but not of manufacturing. Is 
Africa trading its way to a beguiling pros-
perity? Will it be a sustainable prosperity? 
Will healthcare and education for the 
less privileged improve? Will the much 
needed jobs materialise? 

In the health sphere, the pharmaceuti-
cal sector is perhaps a good example of 
where things are not where they might 
be. Most drugs are imported into the 
continent, with only a limited number 
being manufactured in-country. We are 
thus very pleased to be linking with the 
African Development Bank for the launch 
of The African Pharmaceutical Summit in 
September this year (see page 16 for de-
tails or go to http://africapharmasummit.
com). Can the tables be turned? The Sum-
mit will feature a ministerial roundtable, 
regulators roundtable, and manufacturers 
round table, plus many other sessions 
geared to exploring if current obstacles 
can be surmounted.

With the ADB and AU on its side, 
surely the lack of investment in Africa’s 

pharma sector will soon be a thing of the 
past? Well… hopefully it will improve, 
but actually when you look at the stark 
realities, you realise how complex the 
equation is. Currently Africa doesn’t have 
the research base to produce the active 
ingredients used in pharma manufacture. 
Almost all has to be imported from out-
side the continent, with India the main 
source. Couple this to the high cost (and 
irregularity) of energy supplies in much 
of the continent; to the huge cost of 
registering every drug in every country; 
to the customs palaver at border points 
between each country and you start to 
realise what the challenges are. 

The African pharma industry won’t be 
competitive unless the environment for 
manufacture is improved. Solutions are 
needed. Jobs are needed.

Moving on… for those who have not 
yet registered. If you go to the Africa 
Health website (http://www.africa-health.
com) you can now register to receive an 
email alert as soon as each new edition is 
posted to the site. No need to wait for the 
print copy to reach you!
All best.

 


