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World Bank projects solid 
growth in 2013
Sub-Saharan Africa is projected to 
grow at an average rate of 5% over 
the period from 2013 to 2015, says 
the World Bank in its annual Global 
Economic Prospects report. This year 
growth is expected to be 4.9%, rising 
to 5.2% in 2015. Excluding South Af-
rica, the rate will be higher – an aver-
age of 6% over the 2013–2015 period.

New HIV infections in children 
reduced in Global Plan countries  

Circumcision device 
approved by World Health 
Organization
A non-surgical circumcision device that 
relies on a rubber band has been ap-
proved by the World Health Organization, 
opening the way for its widespread use 
in Africa. The device, known as PrePex, 
is the only adult circumcision method, 
other than conventional surgery, to gain 
WHO acceptance. Dr Eric P Goosby, the 
United States Global AIDS Coordina-
tor, said that it would ‘truly help save 
lives’ and that he was prepared to use 

Somalia: rumours hindering 
polio vaccination
Islamic extremist rebels are fighting 
a campaign in Somalia to administer 
a polio vaccine, suggesting that it 
contains the virus that causes AIDS or 
could make children sterile. Somali 
government officials say the numbers 
of parents who reject the immunisa-
tion campaign are far fewer than those 
embracing it, but health workers don’t 
want to leave any unvaccinated. They 
warn that it is important for every 
child to get the polio vaccine in order 
to eradicate the disease.

funds from the President’s Emergency 
Plan for AIDS Relief for it. For a hetero-
sexual man in countries where AIDS 
is common, being circumcised lowers 
the chance of getting infected by about 
60%. In the past few years, the United 
States has paid for more than 2 million 
circumcisions in Africa; WHO’s goal 
is 20 million by 2015. PrePex can be 
quickly put in place by a two-nurse 
team. The foreskin dies from the pressure 
of the rubber band in a grooved ring, 
and drops off or is clipped off a week 
later. The procedure uses only topical 
anesthesia and is safer than surgery.

A new report on the Global Plan towards 
elimination of new HIV infections 
among children by 2015, and keep-
ing their mothers alive, has revealed a 
marked increase in progress in stopping 
new infections in children across the 
Global Plan priority countries in Africa.

The report outlines that seven coun-
tries in sub-Saharan Africa – Botswana, 
Ethiopia, Ghana, Malawi, Namibia, 
South Africa, and Zambia – have re-
duced new HIV infections among 
children by 50% since 2009. Two others 
– Tanzania and Zimbabwe – are also 
making substantial progress. It highlights 
that there were 130 000 fewer new HIV 
infections among children across the 21 
Global Plan priority countries in Africa – 
a drop of 38% since 2009. 

‘The progress in the majority of coun-
tries is a strong signal that with focused 
efforts every child can be born free 
from HIV,’ said Michel Sidibé, Executive 
Director of UNAIDS. ‘But progress has 
stalled in some countries with high num-
bers of new HIV infections. We need to 
find out why and remove the bottlenecks 
which are preventing scale-up.’  

With a 76% decline since 2009, 
Ghana showed the greatest decline in 
the rate of new infections among chil-
dren and South Africa showed a 63% 
decline (24 000 fewer new HIV infec-
tions in 2012 than in 2009). However, 
the pace of decline in some of the 
Global Plan priority countries has been 
slow and in Angola, new HIV infections 
have even increased. New infections 
among children in Nigeria – which has 
the largest number of children acquiring 

HIV (nearly 60 000 new HIV infections 
among children in 2012) – remained 
largely unchanged since 2009. Without 
urgent action in Nigeria the global target 
for 2015 may not be reached.

More pregnant women living with 
HIV were receiving antiretroviral 
medicines to prevent HIV from being 
transmitted to their children and for 
their own health in 2012 than in 2009, 
with coverage levels exceeding 75% in 
many countries. Increased coverage has 
reduced HIV transmission rates from 
mother to child in most countries. Bot-
swana and South Africa have reduced 
transmission rates to 5% or below.

The report however also reveals that 
only half of all breastfeeding women 
living with HIV, or their children, re-
ceive antiretroviral medicines to prevent 
mother-to-child transmission of HIV. 
It outlines that breastfeeding is critical 
to ensuring child survival and strongly 
emphasises the urgent need to provide 
antiretroviral therapy during the breast-
feeding period.

More than half of the children eligible 
for treatment in South Africa and Swazi-
land now have access. Chad, Ethiopia, 
Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Nigeria, South 
Africa, Tanzania, and Zimbabwe have 
doubled the numbers of children access-
ing treatment from 2009 to 2012. While 
the report outlines that the number of 
children requiring HIV treatment will 
reduce as new HIV infections decline, 
urgent steps need to be taken to improve 
early diagnosis of HIV in children and 
ensure timely access to antiretroviral 
treatment.

AfDB Publishes 50-year 
review of Africa's health 
sector
The African Development Bank's 
Human Development and Statistics 
departments have published a joint re-
port on the progress made in Africa's 
health sector over the last 50 years.

The Health in Africa over the Next 
50 Years report reviews the progress 
made in health outcomes, as well as 
access to and the use of healthcare 
services. It assesses the current chal-
lenges faced by the sector, focusing 
on the progress made toward the 
health-related Millennium Develop-
ment Goals, the need to build more 
robust health systems, the problems of 
equitable access to and use of health 
services, sustainable health financing, 
and the quality of healthcare service 
provision.

The review lays the groundwork for 
projections of the future of healthcare 
in Africa over the next 50 years.

The main questions will be how the 
sector is likely to develop, the key fea-
tures of the post-2015 Development 
Agenda, the future of health financ-
ing, and the methods that might be de-
ployed to strengthen human resources 
for health.
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and healthcare companies, is committed to improving the quality of human life 
by enabling people to do more, feel better and live longer.

The company researches, develops, manufactures and markets medicines and 
vaccines to prevent and treat most of the world’s major diseases.

We are committed to the responsible management of ethical, social and 
environmental concerns and, in particular, to playing a leading role in 
supporting healthcare in the developing world.

Do more, 
feel better,
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IOM launches mobile 
initiative to counter TB 
in Western Ghana
The International Organization for Mi-
gration (IOM) Ghana and officials of the 
Ghana Health Service recently launch-
ing a TB REACH project which aims 
to increase tuberculosis (TB) detection 
amongst refugees and host communi-
ties, miners and mining communities, 
border communities, and vulnerable 
urban communities.

The IOM team will use a mobile TB 
diagnostic van equipped with a GeneX-
pert MTB/RIF machine to reach at least 
317 000 individuals in the Western Re-
gion of Ghana.

TB REACH is a global programme 
spearheaded by the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) and funded by the 
Canadian International Development 
Agency.

According to WHO data, TB incidence 
and prevalence rates in Ghana in 2011 
stood at 79 and 92 per 100 000 per-

UNAIDS to establish 
scientific panel on HIV 
The Executive Director of the Joint 
United Nations Programme on HIV/
AIDS (UNAIDS) Michel Sidibé has 
announced the appointment of South 
African scientist, Professor Salim S 
Abdool Karim as Chair of the newly 
established UNAIDS Scientific Expert 
Panel. 

The panel will advise UNAIDS on 
major new scientific discoveries, as 
well as gaps and strategic needs in 
AIDS research and on how UNAIDS 
can adjust its policies to address these 
needs and shape the AIDS response. 
‘In the 30 years since HIV was identi-
fied, the progress made by science 
has been extraordinary and its ben-
efits have been felt far beyond those 
directly affected by HIV,’ said Michel 
Sidibé. ‘To reach the end of the AIDS 
epidemic, we need to continue to 
embrace science and innovation and I 
am delighted that Professor Karim has 
agreed to take on the leadership of 
our new UNAIDS scientific panel.’

Chaired by Professor Karim, Direc-
tor of the Centre for the AIDS Pro-
gramme of Research in South Africa 
– CAPRISA (a long-standing UNAIDS 
Collaborating Centre), the panel will 
provide strategic advice on the rel-
evance of new research and findings 
and how they can be rapidly imple-
mented to best effect to prevent new 
HIV infections and improve the lives 
of people living with HIV.

‘Science has the power to illu-
minate the future path to defeating 
AIDS. I am humbled by this appoint-
ment and look forward to this new 
challenge,’ said Professor Karim, an 
epidemiologist, who has conducted 
research on HIV epidemiology, 
pathogenesis, prevention, and treat-
ment over the past 25 years. Professor 
Karim holds academic appointments 
at the University of KwaZulu-Natal in 
Durban, South Africa and at Columbia 
University in New York and is interim 
President of the South African Medical 
Research Council.

As part of its new mandate the 
panel will convene international 
scientific consultations on behalf of 
UNAIDS, the first of which is already 
underway in Durban South Africa. 

The members of the UNAIDS Sci-
entific Expert Panel will be announced 
in the coming weeks.

 

sons respectively, with a 78% national 
detection rate of all forms of TB.

Over the next 15 months, IOM will 
partner with Ghana’s national, regional 
and district TB control programmes in 
five locations (Sekondi-Takoradi Metro-
politan, Tarkwa-Nsuaem Municipality, 
Prestea-Huni Valley Municipality, El-
lembelle District, and Jomoro District) 
in the Western Region.

‘This region was selected because 
it is considered multi-cultural, it hosts 
two refugee camps, shares a border 
with Côte d’Ivoire and has an inflow 
of migrants from within Ghana and 
the region for employment in the min-
ing and petroleum sectors,’ explained 
Dyane Epstein, IOM Chief of Mission in 
Ghana.

The TB REACH project has four main 
activities: enhanced coordination 
and monitoring among stakeholders; 
community mobilisation and cough 
screening; mobile TB screening utilising 
a GeneXpert machine; and capacity 
building of selected TB diagnostic centres.
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Do more, 
feel better,
live longer Britain is to spend 

tens of millions 
introducing ‘super-
crops’ to boost the 
health of millions 
of undernourished 
people in Africa and 
Asia.

The Government 
is giving £30 million to HarvestPlus – 
an international research programme 
which creates nutrient-rich crops – to 
develop and deliver vitamin and mineral 
enriched varieties of cassava, maize, 
beans, millet, rice, and wheat to millions 
of farmers and their families. The fund-
ing is part of an extra £375m in ‘core 
funding’ the Government has set aside to 
tackle world hunger between now and 
2020 – during which time it aims to save 
the lives of 1.7 million children and drive 
down rates of malnutrition.

Hundreds of millions of people world-
wide do not get enough nutrients such as 
vitamin A, zinc, and iron in their diets. This 
can lead to lower IQ, stunting, and blind-
ness in children; increased susceptibility to 
disease, and higher health risks to mothers 
and their infants during childbirth.

UK pledges funding to boost 
undernourished in Africa 

The six new varieties of staple crops 
will be distributed to 3.8 million farmers 
and their families by 2015. They have 
been created through selective breeding 
of strains with naturally higher levels 
of certain vitamins and minerals. The 
crops include vitamin A-rich cassava and 
maize, and iron-rich beans – targeted at 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Nigeria, Rwanda, and Zambia. The nu-
trient-loaded crops will contain between 
30 and 50% of the average daily require-
ment for vitamin A, zinc, and iron.

The new supercrops are:
•	 Yellow	cassava	–	Democratic	Repub-

lic of the Congo, Nigeria. Normally 
white, the flesh of the cassava plant 
is now yellow - a consequence of a 
massive boost in vitamin A. Provides 
50% of the daily requirement.

•	 Orange	corn	(maize)	–	Zambia.	More	
than half of children suffer from vi-
tamin A deficiency. The new variety 
of maize provides half (50%) of the 
daily requirement.

•	 Iron	beans	–	Rwanda.	In	Rwanda,	
more than a third of children suffer 
from anaemia. The new crop provides 
30% of the daily iron requirement.
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Financing agreement for bee 
health in Africa

The European Union (EU), and the Inter-
national Centre of Insect Physiology and 
Ecology (ICIPE), in collaboration with 
the African Union Inter-African Bureau 
for Animal Resources (AU-IBAR), have 
agreed to set up an African central refer-
ence laboratory (CRL) for research and 
capacity building on bee health at ICI-
PE’s headquarters in Kasarani, Nairobi, 
and four bee health satellite stations in 
Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Ethiopia, and 
Liberia. The EU is investing 13.1 million 
euros in bee health, to improve food se-
curity in Africa. 

‘As ICIPE has proved over the past 30 
years, honeybees have a very significant 
role to play in improving the lives of mil-
lions of people, especially those living 
in marginalised areas in Africa. Aside 
from honey products, bees also provide 
critical pollination services. However, 
there is limited understanding regarding 
the key threats to the health of bees, as 
well as the ways to prevent them and 
therefore protect the sector in Africa,’ 

explained ICIPE Director General, Prof. 
Christian Borgemeister. 

Prof. Borgemeister noted that since 
2008, ICIPE has been developing 
monitoring and control programmes for 
invasive pests of bees in Africa, which 
have led to the identification of two 
beetles as key pests in African honeybee 
colonies.

The Centre has contributed to the 
identification of the most likely con-
tributors of the phenomenon, which 
include, varroa mites, diseases, par-
ticularly viruses vectored by varroa, 
pesticide exposure, and stresses associ-
ated with modern beekeeping practices, 
such as the movement of hives and poor 
nutrition. 

The ICIPE CRL will generate new 
knowledge on bee diseases and pests 
across Africa and, through extensive 
capacity building efforts, it will propose 
and disseminate new and effective 
measures for their control.

In collaboration with AU-IBAR, ICIPE 
will also provide the infrastructure and 
technical support to the four African 
satellite stations, and guide the incorpo-
ration of strategies, harmonised proce-
dures, and legislation on bee health into 
national development agendas across 
the continent. Ultimately, these activities 
should lead to an African framework on 
bee health, Prof. Borgemeister noted. 

Only 1 in 20 washes 
hands properly
Only 1 in every 20 people washes 
their hands properly, a new global sur-
vey has found. 

The Global Hygiene Council surveyed 
more than 18 000 adults across 18 
countries. The aim of the Global Infec-
tion Challenge Survey was to gain an 
understanding of people’s concerns 
about the risk of infectious diseases, 
and infections at home and in the 
community.

The survey also aimed to highlight 
the current knowledge of the relative 
severity of key infectious diseases and 
infections, and to identify the meas-
ures that individuals take to help pre-
vent infections. 

IFC: Nigeria needs US$4.5 bn 
to fix health sector
The International Finance Corporation 
(IFC) said recently that it would require 
a total of about US$4.5 billion to make 
quality health services accessible to 
Nigerians. Specifically, it said, at the 
national level it would require about 
$3 billion to fix the health system, while 
the bankable financing need for primary 
health institutions alone is estimated at 
$1.5 billion.

In a new study, Health in Africa Ini-
tiative: Private Health Market Studies, 
Nigeria, which was launched at the 
Nigeria Healthcare Investment Summit 
in Abuja, the IFC said efforts should be 
made towards prioritising support to 
other health sub-sectors, including hos-
pitals, clinics, laboratories, and nursing 
homes to allow them access to finance.

It said pharmacies, pharmaceutical 
manufacturers and health maintenance 
organisations, including medical equip-
ment suppliers, appeared to be better 
positioned to access financing from 
various sources with relatively minimal 
development finance institution facilities.

Minister of Health, Prof Onyebuchi 
Chukwu, said the present free public 
health policy had become unsustain-
able as only about 8% of the Nigerian 
population had benefited from the 
National Health Insurance Scheme 
(NHHI). This, he said, fell short of the 
federal government's target to have at 
least 30% of the population covered 
by 2015. It had become necessary to 
have other sources of funding for the 
health sectors as about N4.1 trillion was 
needed to implement the NHIS between 
2010 to 2015.

Rebuilding Zimbabwe’s 
health system
Every day, eight women and 100 
children die from pregnancy- and 
delivery-related complications in 
Zimbabwe, according to the United 
Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF). 
Most of them die of easily preventable 
causes and illnesses.

Zimbabwe's health sector, once 
among the best in sub-Saharan Africa, 
collapsed during the nation's 2008 
economic crisis. The health system 
has been struggling to recover ever 
since, causing maternal mortality to 
shoot up to 790 deaths per 100 000 
live births in 2012, from 390 deaths 
in 1990. Mortality of children under 
5 increased from 78 deaths per 1000 
live births to 94 deaths per 1000 in the 
same timeframe.

A 435-million-dollar Health Transi-
tion Fund (HTF), sponsored by several 
European Union members and man-
aged by UNICEF, hopes to reverse 
these figures by 2015. The money 
goes towards a retention and training 
scheme for health workers. It also goes 
to the supply of essential drugs and 
vaccines, the training of community 
health workers, and the planning and 
financing of health policy.

UNICEF Zimbabwe's chief of young 
child survival and development, Abou-
bacar Kampo, says one of the fund's 
goals is to have at least one midwife 
per 5000 people and three doctors in 
each of Zimbabwe's 62 districts. An-
other aim is to achieve a more equita-
ble distribution of health professionals 
between urban and rural areas.
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Ongoing lack of facility-based 
delivery care in sub-Saharan Africa
Despite substantial improvements in 
recent years, 44 million women in the 
developing world, as well as their new-
borns, lacked facility-based delivery 
care in 2012, a new study by the Gutt-
macher Institute has revealed.

Of the vast majority of these women 
with an unmet need for delivery care, 
36 million out of the 44 million live in 
sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia.

Susheela Singh, Jacqueline E Darroch 
and Lori S Ashford of the Institute who 
carried out the study say the unmet need 
for delivery care was many times higher 
in the 69 poorest countries (49%) than 
in the rest of the developing world (6%).

‘Extensive efforts have been made in 
recent years to improve reproductive 
health services and reduce maternal 
and child mortality, and although we 
are beginning to see the impact of that 
investment, the level of unmet need for 
essential care for mothers and newborns 
remains very high,’ said Jacqueline Dar-
roch.

‘Delivering in a health facility with 
the assistance of trained health profes-
sionals and having access to emergency 
care should complications arise are 
absolutely critical to saving lives,’ com-
mented Susheela Singh.

Nonetheless, the study shows that 
between 2008 and 2012, the proportion 
of women in the developing world who 

delivered in health facilities increased 
from 55% to 64%, but the proportion 
varied widely across sub-regions.

In 2012, the rates were lowest in 
Eastern Africa (44%), Western Africa 
(47%) and South Asia (51%) and highest 
in South America (94%), Central Asia 
(95%), and Eastern Asia (99%).

Overall, in 2012, only about half 
(55%) of women who gave birth in 
the developing world had at least four 
antenatal visits, the minimum number 
recommended by the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO).

In sub-Saharan Africa, progress in 
providing antenatal care has been mini-
mal. Among women who gave birth in 
2012, 41% of those in sub-Saharan Af-
rica and 37% of those in the 69 poorest 
countries did not take any iron supple-
ments.

Each year, an estimated 287 000 
women worldwide die from pregnancy-
related causes, and approximately 
3 million newborns do not survive past 
the first 28 days of life. The majority of 
these deaths occur in developing coun-
tries at or around the time of delivery.

The Guttmacher Institute works to 
advance sexual and reproductive health 
in the United States and worldwide 
through an interrelated programme of 
social science research, policy analysis, 
and public education.

Warmer world will keep 
millions of people trapped 
in poverty, says new report
Regular food shortages in sub-Saharan 
Africa; shifting rain patterns in South 
Asia leaving some parts 
under water and others 
without enough water 
for power generation, 
irrigation, or drinking; 
degradation and loss of 
reefs in South East Asia 
resulting in reduced 
fish stocks and coastal 
communities, and cities 
more vulnerable to increasingly violent 
storms – these are but a few of the likely 
impacts of a possible global temperature 
rise of 2 degrees Celsius in the next few 
decades that threatens to trap millions of 

people in poverty, according to a new sci-
entific report released today by the World 
Bank Group.

Turn Down the Heat: Climate Extremes, 
Regional Impacts, and the Case for Re-
silience builds on a World Bank report 

released late last year, 
which concluded the 
world would warm by 4 
degrees Celsius (4°C or 
7.2 degrees Fahrenheit) 
above pre-industrial 
levels by the end of this 
century if we did not take 
concerted action now. 
This new report looks at 

the likely impacts of present day, 2°C and 
4°C warming on agricultural production, 
water resources, coastal ecosystems, and 
cities across sub-Saharan Africa, South 
Asia, and South East Asia.

Experts in sub-Saharan 
Africa join forces with 
MSD to battle hepatitis C

In June, the first of 
a series of meetings 
called ‘Hepatitis 
in Africa – Call for 
Action’, took place 
in Lagos, Nigeria 

to raise awareness on the burden of 
hepatitis C in sub-Saharan Africa. 

Objectives of the programme were 
engaging and building a relationship 
among scientific leaders, patient rep-
resentatives, and ministry of health of-
ficials from the participating countries 
to develop national and regional ac-
tivity plans. During this event, stake-
holders for the combat against HCV, 
ranging from clinicians, physician 
body representatives, patient groups 
and policy makers were converging 
to take a unified call for a plan of 
action towards hepatitis policy forma-
tion to battle hepatitis C. Among the 
participating countries were Angola, 
Botswana, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, 
Cote d'Ivoire, Democratic Republic 
of Congo, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, 
Kenya, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, 
Tanzania, and Uganda.

The addition of World Hepatitis 
Day by WHO to the list of mandated 
health awareness days heralds the 
growing international awareness of 
hepatitis as a global healthcare issue. 

Globally over 185 million people 
are believed to be afflicted with HCV. 
In Africa alone, WHO estimates that 
the prevalence is 5.3%.

Focus Scientific Research Center 
(FSRC), a physician-led team of re-
searchers, in association with the 
programme sponsor MSD, a global 
healthcare company, and a range of 
collaborators both regional and inter-
national are currently working on an 
initiative to create awareness about 
hepatitis with the main focus on HCV. 
‘Hepatitis in Africa – Call for Action’, 
intends to raise disease awareness 
among the relevant stakeholders in 
the region. Objectives of the pro-
gramme include but are not limited 
to engaging and building a relation-
ship with scientific leaders, patient 
representatives and ministry of health 
officials from each country to form a 
regional expert group, and developing 
national and regional activity plans. 


