
Contents Vol 39 No 5 July 2017

Below are our Publishing Partners for 2017. Each organisation has demonstrated its commitment to health in Africa 
by supporting this publication throughout the year.

July 2017  Volume 39  Number 5

Asymptomatic and submicroscopic 
malaria: the danger in the cases we 
don’t see

The growing role of mobile phones 
in Africa’s healthcare

Meningitis outbreak response: how a 
mobile laboratory helps saving lives

New target for severe asthma

A
fr

ic
A H

eA
ltH J

u
ly 2017

Africa Health  1July 2017

Africa Health is a journal of continuing medical 
education information for physicians and other 
health professionals in Africa. 

Africa Health is published by: 
FSG Africa Ltd 
Vine House, Fair Green, Reach 
Cambridge, CB25 0JD, UK 
Telephone: +44 1638 743633 
Fax: +44 1638 743998 
Email: editor@fsg.co.uk 
www.africa-health.com

Publisher/Editor 
Bryan Pearson

Assistant Editor/Production/Website 
Michelle Tooke

Summaries and Abstracts 
Natalia Perepelova

Business Development Director 
Terry Moor

Accounts Manager 
Grant Docking

ISSN 0141-9536 (print)

ISSN 2053-4760 (online)

Published six times a year by: 
FSG Africa Ltd

Printed in Lagos, Nigeria and 
Nairobi, Kenya

All contents are ©2017 
FSG Africa Ltd

Front cover: The World Health Organization’s 
newly announced Director-General, Dr. Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus. Photo credit: WHO

FSG
AFRICA LTD

Clinical feature
19 Breathlessness and cough in the acute 

setting
 Ben G Marshall, Veronica White, Jo Loveridge

23 The shocked patient
 Craig Prescott, Stuart Ruff

27 Medical complications of surgery: an 
orthogeriatrician’s perspective

 Mark A Baxter

Clinical Review
30 Pharmacy
 Antibiotics: UK guidelines; USA pneumonia 

study; Antibiotic shortages; Antibitics in 
pregnancy; Antibiotics after bomb blast 
injuries; Antibiotic resistance; Handwashing; 
Access to essential medicines

 Public Health
 The growing role of mobile phone in 
 Africa’s healthcare; Communicating with 

clients; Continuing education; Health 
information processes

Medicine Digest
35 Abstracts taken from world-renowned 

medical journals focusing on:
 Obs & Gyn; Gastroenterology; Respiratory; 

Paediatrics; Cardiovascular

CPD Challenge
39 Test yourself on the articles appearing 
 in this issue of Africa Health
 Answers on page 39

Clinical Quiz
40 Topical treatments
 Answers on page 34

Opinion
05 Malaria vaccine on clinical trial
 Huge logistic and financial challenges remain 

before malaria is eliminated, but Shima Gyoh 
is heartened at the advent of clinical trials 
of a vaccine—albeit one that requires six 
injections and provides protection of only 
around 60%

07 The 70th World Health Assembly turns 
the focus back to integrated Primary 
Health Care

 Three reasons for optimism from the WHA are 
highlighted by Francis Omaswa. The election 
of Dr. Tedros as Director-General of the 
World Health Organization; the return to the 
principles of Alma Atta for PHC; and Zambia’s 
innovative leadership on surgical care

Newsdesk
10 A round-up of news including: World 

Health Assembly elects Dr. Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus as the new 
WHO Director-General; Maternal and 
baby health, scout for the best care 
available; Boosting clinical trials in Africa

Asymptomatic malaria
13 Asymptomatic and submicroscopic 

malaria: the danger in the cases we 
don’t see

 Prof William R Brieger

eHealth case study
16 Meningitis outbreak response: how a 

mobile laboratory helps save lives

 Natalya Nepomnyashcha

Pharmaceutical
17 Redoubling efforts to transform the 

African pharmaceutical industry
 Margareth Ndomondo-Sigonda



Shining 
a light
on severe 
malaria
The Severe Malaria Observatory 
(SMO) is a repository of 
information on severe malaria.  
It aims to:
 
• Disseminate best practice, 

tool-kits, market information, 
guidelines, projects and 
outcomes

• Advocate continuous research 
and capacity building

• Support visibility and 
coordination of ongoing 
activities

 

To enhance its impact,  
the SMO needs YOU.

Join the community. 
Share your knowledge.  
Help save more lives.

www.severemalaria.org
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