
Contents

FSG
AFRICA LTD

April 2018 Africa Health  1

Vol 40 No 3 April 2018

Editorial
03 Alma Ata rebrands itself to reflect 

the great Almaty!
Forty years on primary health care is being 
revisited, and a new comprehensive health 
declaration is imminent. 

Special Focus
05 Universal Health Coverage

It is the solution of the day. But can it deliver 
its promises. Two views: First from Dr Tarry 
Asoka who is cautiously optimistic about the 
prospects for UH; and second, from Bryan 
Pearson who argues that by putting the 
onus on health insurance to finance health 
delivery, it is a convenient way to move the 
argument away from the Abuja Declaration 
commitments. 

Opinion
9 Harnessing technocrat skills to lead 

improved health delivery
Francis Omaswa on the trail of getting more 
from the talent we have

Newsdesk
14 News 

Hopsitals encouraged to be proactive on 
breastfeeding; Egyptian breakthrough in DNDi 
HepC treatment plan; Immunisation funding 
gap as Nigeria transitions from GAVI

Features
16 Malaria: rocking or rolling back

Prof William Brieger reviews progress 
on malaria control since the Alma Ata 
declaration 40 years ago. As international 
funding falters, can Africa step forward to 
take more of the strain?

20 Misunderstanding seizures
Dr Michalis Koutroumanidis and colleagues 
discuss a much neglected and often 
misdiagnosed and misunderstood condition 
in Africa

23 NEPAD seeks champions
The New Economic Partnership for African 
Development (Nepad) is leading the 
negotiations which is intended to establish 
the African Medicines Agency.  It is a complex 
project as it requires buy in from multiple 
levels in every country in Africa. They are 
seeking to expand their database of experts 
to help deliver the project.

Clinical Features
24 Nosocomial infections and infection 

control
These infections are a leading cause of 
avoidable harm in hospital patients and a 
substantial, unnecessary drain on healthcare 
resources, as well as being a challenge to 
antibiotic viability.

29 Clinical Review
Paediatrics; STIs; and Pharmacy

35 Medicine Digest
Abstracts of key findings from the recent 
literature

39 CPD Challenge
Test yourself on the discussion in the Clinical 
Review section

40 Clinical Quiz
Migraines and pregnancy

Below are our Publishing Partners for 2018. Each organisation has demonstrated its commitment to health in Africa by 
supporting this publication throughout the year.

Africa Health is a journal of continuing medical 
education information for physicians and other 
health professionals in Africa. 

Africa Health is published by: 
FSG Africa Ltd 
Vine House, Fair Green, Reach 
Cambridge, CB25 0JD, UK 
Telephone: +44 1638 743633 
Fax: +44 1638 743998 
Email: editor@fsg.co.uk 
www.africa-health.com

Publisher/Editor 
Bryan Pearson

Assistant Editor/Production 
Aaron Griffiths

Summaries and Abstracts 
Natalia Perepelova

Business Development Director 
Ibsen Jaywalker

Accounts Manager 
Grant Docking

ISSN 0141-9536 (print)

ISSN 2053-4760 (online)

Published six times a year by: 
FSG Africa Ltd

Printed in Lagos, Nigeria and 
Nairobi, Kenya

All contents are ©2018 
FSG Africa Ltd.

Front cover: Scanning Electron  
Microscope image of  common  
types of bacteria.  
Photo courtesy: Science Photo Library.




