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Open letter of support

To the World Health Organization and Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus

Director General and Team
The World Health Organization
Geneva, Switzerland

Dear Dr Tedros,

We the undersigned have noted with concern the
recent personal and institutional attacks against you
and WHO. We want to let you know that the world
and humanity needs the institution of the WHO now
more than ever. In the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic
the technical guidance and leadership of the WHO
that you and the leadership team in Geneva, Regional
and Country Offices round the world is valued and
appreciated.

A number of us were members of the Commission
that released the report ‘The Neglected Dimension of
Global Security: A Framework to Counter Infectious
Disease Crises’ in 2016. Having reviewed a wide
range of options for a coordinated global response to
infectious diseases, we concluded that the WHO s
best placed to play the leadership and coordinating
role and that if there was no WHO, we would have
to invent one.

This is why we are writing to you to let you know
that at this critical time in human history, it has fallen
upon you and your WHO team to carry the singular
responsibility of leading and coordinating the global
charge to stop Covid-19 from killing more people and
wreaking more collateral economic and social damage
to the world.

We would like you to know that we have noted
some of the attacks that have been leveled at WHO and
to you personally. We know that some of these attacks
are motivated by a number of factors that have nothing
to do with your leadership of the WHO.

We are delighted and encouraged that despite these
attacks you and WHO are committed to continue to
focus on saving lives and controlling the pandemic with
statements such as ‘No time to waste. Let’s focus on
saving lives. Collaboration across party lines important
to ensure national unity to fight the virus more
effectively. National unity is a foundation for global
solidarity. When we do this, we quarantine political
covid. Stop politiciaing #COVID19.

We are equally encouraged by the timely
financial support that has been extended to WHO by
governments and non-state actors at this critical time
and we call for all governments, rich and poor, and the

private sector to come forward with the urgently needed
additional financial support to WHO in the spirit of
global solidarity.
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Yours Sincerely,

Francis Omaswa, Executive Director, African Center for Global
Health and Social Transformation (ACHEST), 13B Acacia Avenue,
Kampala, Uganda. Corresponding author.

Nigel Crisp, House of Lords, UK

Suwit Wibulpolprasert, International Health Policy Program (IHPP
Thailand), Ministry of Public Health, Thailand

Miriam Khamadi Were,Member Champions of AIDS-Free Genera-
tion, Nairobi, Kenya

Marietjie de Villiers, AFREhealth President Professor in Family Medi-
cine Stellenbosch University South Africa

Hon. Keith Martin ,Executive Director, Consortium of Universities
for Global Health, Washington, DC, USA

Peter Berman, Professor and Director, School of Population and
Public Health, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada
Yoswa Dambisya , Director General, East, Central and Southern
African Health Community, Arusha, Tanzania

Nelson Ssewankambo, Professor, Makerere University College of
Health Sciences, Kampala, Uganda

. Tsion Firew, Special Advisor to the Minister on Emergency Care and

Strategic Partnerships, Federal Ministry of Health, Ethiopia

Jo Ivey Boufford, New York University, USA

Robert Yates, Executive Director, Centre for Universal Health,
Chatham House, UK

Delanyo Dovlo, President, African Platform on Human Resources for
Health, Accra, Ghana

. Abigail Kazembe, Vice President AFREhealth, Associate professor

Faculty of Midwifery Neonatal and Reproductive Health Studies,
Malawi

Miliard Derbew , Professor of Pediatric Surgery, School Of Medicine,
College of Health Sciences, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia

Peter Eriki, Director, Health Systems, ACHEST, Kampala, Uganda
Charles P Larson, MD, McGill University Global Health Program,
Montreal, Canada

. Patrick Kadama, Director Health Policy and Strategic Planning, Elsie

Kiguli-Malwadde, Director, Health workforce Education and Devel-
opment ACHEST, Kampala, Uganda

. David Okello, Director Non Communicable Diseases and Health

Aging, ACHEST, Kampala, Uganda

Varsha Bangalee, PhD., University of KwaZulu-Natal, Discipline of
Pharmaceuticals Sciences, South Africa

Wondwossen Amogne (MD,PhD), Associate Professor in Infectious
Diseases and Internal Medicine, College of Health Sciences, Addis
Ababa University, Ethiopia.

Elsie Kiguli-Malwadde, Director, Health workforce Education and
Development, ACHEST, Kampala, Uganda

. Vincent Ojoome, Head M & E, ACHEST, Kampala, Uganda.
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Varsha Bangalee, PhD., University of KwaZulu-Natal, Discipline of
Pharmaceuticals Sciences, South Africa

Beatrice Nseka Lukeni RRHS Project Director, ICAP at Co-

lumbia University, 1584,Avenue du 30 Juin ,Q /Makutano C/
Lubumbashi,Lubumbashi. DRC

Quentin Eichbaum, Professor of Pathology, Microbiology and Immu-
nology, Vanderbilt University School of Medicine, Nashville, USA
Wondwossen Amogne (MD,PhD), Associate Professor in Infectious
Diseases and Internal Medicine, College of Health Sciences, AAU,
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
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