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Can cost Sharing Mechanism in Service 
Delivery be an option for Somalia to Sustain 
Health Service Provision
Mohammed Assair discusses the pros and cons of cost sharing in health, a 

case for Somalia.

Mohammed Assair has been working for international NGOs 
for the last 12 years, and local NGOs in Somalia, he is a social 
activist against illiteracy, He is a researcher, blogger and motivator 
specialized in humanitarian and development management, public 
management & international relations as well as an advocate for 
free equitable & quality basic social service for communities in 
need

:VTHSPH� OHZ� ILLU� PU� JVUÅPJ[� MVY� V]LY� ��� `LHYZ�� ZPUJL�
the collapse of Siyad Barre’s government in 1991. All 
health legitimate institutions were destroyed and this 
created widespread vulnerability resulting in massive 
KPZWSHJLTLU[�� KLH[OZ� HUK� MHTPUL� HMMLJ[PUN� [OV\ZHUKZ�
VM� :VTHSPZ��>P[O�`LHYZ�VM� JVUÅPJ[� HUK� SV^� PU]LZ[TLU[Z�
PU� [OL� ZVJPHS� ZLJ[VY�� :VTHSPH� PZ� YHURLK� SV^S`� NSVIHSS`�
on various human development indicators and is off-
[YHJR�[V�H[[HPUTLU[�VM�:VJPHS�:LY]PJL�YLSH[LK�:\Z[HPUHISL�
+L]LSVWTLU[� .VHSZ� �:+.Z��� -VY� PUZ[HUJL�� .SVIHSS �̀�
P[� YHURZ� ZLJVUK� OPNOLZ[� MVY� ;V[HS� -LY[PSP[`� 9H[L� ��������
MV\Y[LLU[O� SV^LZ[� MVY� SPML� L_WLJ[HUJ`� H[� IPY[O� ������ HUK�
ZLJVUK�OPNOLZ[� MVY�4H[LYUHS�4VY[HSP[`�9H[PV� �������WLY�
��������SP]L�IPY[OZ���*V]LYHNL�VM�LZZLU[PHS�OLHS[O�ZLY]PJLZ�
is very low with the contraceptive prevalence rate of 
��� WLYJLU[��(KKP[PVUHSS �̀� ZRPSSLK� IPY[O�H[[LUKHUJL� PZ� ���
percent with the lowest enrolment rate and survival rate 
of the primary and secondary schools.

According to Somali Health and Demographic Survey 
������ [OL�TH[LYUHS�TVY[HSP[`� YH[L��^OPJO�OHZ�ILLU�VUL�
VM�[OL�^VYZ[�^VYSK^PKL��OHZ�YLK\JLK�MYVT�����PU������
[V�� �������������SP]L�IPY[OZ�YLZWLJ[P]LS �̀�6US`������VM�
^VTLU� H[[LUK�(U[LUH[HS� *HYL� �(5*��� HUK� VUS`� �����
attend ANC4. Facility-based deliveries are as low as 
 ����� 0U� ������ ���� VM� JOPSKYLU� KPK� UV[� YLJLP]L� HU`�
]HJJPUH[PVU�HUK�VUS`�������YLJLP]LK�HSS�HU[PNLUZ��(J\[L�
Watery Diarrhea and pneumonia are major causes of 
TVYIPKP[`� HUK� TVY[HSP[`� HTVUN� JOPSKYLU� \UKLY� Ä]L��
OV^L]LY�� VUS`� ����VM� JOPSKYLU�^P[O� KPHYYOLH� YLJLP]LK�
6YHS�9LO`KYH[PVU�:HS[Z��69:���HUK�VUS`�����^OV�ZV\NO[�
care for pneumonia received antibiotics. Global Acute 
4HSU\[YP[PVU� �.(4�� YH[L� YHUNLZ� IL[^LLU� �����"� VUS`�
�����VM� PUMHU[Z� HYL� L_JS\ZP]LS`� IYLHZ[MLK�� HUK� Q\Z[� OHSM�
VM� JOPSKYLU� ����� TVU[OZ� YLJLP]L� [OL� YLJVTTLUKLK�
minimum meal frequency(1)�� ;OL� THPU� IHYYPLYZ� [V�
HJJLZZPUN� OLHS[O� JHYL� PU� :VTHSPH� PZ� [OL!� JVZ[�� KPZ[HUJL�
HUK� HJJLZZPIPSP[`� VM� OLHS[O� MHJPSP[PLZ�� SV^� YLSPHIPSP[`� VM�
OLHS[O� ZLY]PJL� WYV]PZPVU� PUJS\KPUN� SHJR� VM� KY\NZ�� WVVY�
quality services exacerbated by socio-cultural beliefs. 
;YLH[TLU[� PZ� ZV\NO[� VUS`�^OLU� [OL� PSSULZZ� PZ� ZL]LYL� VY�

HK]HUJLK�HUK�KLJPZPVU�THRPUN�Z\JO�HZ�^OLU�[V�[YH]LS�[V�
the nearest clinic for treatment resides solely with male 
MHTPS`�TLTILYZ��;OLZL�JVU[YPI\[LZ� [V�KLSH`Z� PU�ZLLRPUN�
health care.

:VTHSP�-LKLYHS�.V]LYUTLU[�PZ�ÄNO[PUN�MVY�P[Z�L_PZ[LUJL�
KLZWP[L� ZLJ\YP[ �̀� WVSP[PJHS� HUK� LJVUVTPJ� JOHSSLUNLZ��
;O\Z��JV\SK�UV[�HMMVYK�[V�WYV]PKL�OLHS[O�HUK�LK\JH[PVU�
ZLY]PJLZ� [V� P[Z�WLVWSL� MVY�V]LY� [OYLL�KLJHKLZ��HSS�OLHS[O�
and education services are dependent on donor funding 
MYVT� 0U[LYUH[PVUHS� +L]LSVWTLU[� 7HY[ULYZ� �0+7Z�� ^P[O�
limited institutional capacity building process at state 
HUK� MLKLYHS� SL]LS�� � ;OL� OLHS[O� HUK� LK\JH[PVU� ZLY]PJLZ�
mainly provided by private institutions with out-of-
WVJRL[� L_WLUZLZ� OHZ� ILJVTL� L_WLUZP]L� MVY� [OL� WVVY�
vulnerable and marginalized communities that cannot 
afford to either pay the cost or reach to its destination. 
;OL� -LKLYHS� .V]LYUTLU[Z� PU]LZ[� TVYL� PU� [OL� ZLJ\YP[`�
ZLJ[VYZ� HZ� VWWVZLK� [V� OLHS[O� HUK� LK\JH[PVU�� ;OPZ� OHZ�
formed overreliance to donor funding and inability to 
SVVR� MVY� WVZZPISL� VW[PVUZ� HUK� Z\Z[HPUHISL� WVSPJPLZ� [OH[�
invest in social services. Having alternative approaches 
HUK�VW[PVUZ�HPKZ�[V�[OPUR�V\[ZPKL�[OL�IV_��0U�[OPZ�HY[PJSL�
^L�HYL�[Y`PUN�[V�SVVR�H[�[OL�ILZ[�VW[PVUZ�PTWSLTLU[LK�I`�
WVZ[�JVUÅPJ[�Z[H[LZ�HUK�OV^�[OPZ�JV\SK�IL�L_WLYPTLU[LK�
or could be replicated in Somalia.

 
What is cost sharing? 
*VZ[� ZOHYPUN� PZ� [OL� ÄUHUJPHS� JVU[YPI\[PVU� [OH[� ZLY]PJL�
JSPLU[Z� HYL� YLX\PYLK� [V� THRL� ^OLU� [OL`� \ZL� OLHS[O�
JHYL�ZLY]PJLZ��HTV\U[Z�[OH[�HYL�UV[�YLPTI\YZLK�I`�[OLPY�
health plan. A cost-sharing charge is the amount an 
PUKP]PK\HS�T\Z[�WH`� MVY�H�TLKPJHS� P[LT�VY� ZLY]PJL�� [OH[�
is to say health facility or hospital visit or prescription. 
;OL�KPYLJ[�MVYTZ�VM�JVZ[�ZOHYPUN�PUJS\KL"��P��*V�WH`TLU[Z�
�H�ÅH[�HTV\U[�[OH[�[OL�JVUZ\TLY�T\Z[�WH`�WLY�ZLY]PJL�VY�
P[LT��� �PP�� JVPUZ\YHUJL� �H� WLYJLU[HNL�VM� [OL� JOHYNL� [OH[�
[OL�JVUZ\TLY�T\Z[�WH`���HUK��PPP��KLK\J[PISLZ��HU�HTV\U[�
[OL� JVUZ\TLY� T\Z[� WH`� V\[�VM�WVJRL[� ILMVYL� JV]LYHNL�
ILNPUZ�� \Z\HSS`� HWWSPLK� MVY� H� ZWLJPÄJ� WLYPVK�� Z\JO� HZ�
`LHYS`��� 0U�HKKP[PVU�� PUKP]PK\HSZ�TH`�PUJ\Y�V[OLY�V\[�VM�
WVJRL[�OLHS[O�JHYL�JVZ[Z�YLSH[LK�[V�[OLPY�OLHS[O�JHYL�

(JJVYKPUN� [V� [OL� ^VYSK� IHUR� KPZJ\ZZPVU� WHWLY� VU�
JVZ[�ZOHYPUN�PU�[OL�ZVJPHS�ZLJ[VY�VM�Z\I�:HOHYH�(MYPJH��P[�
is highlighted that the widening of cost sharing with the 
L_WHUZPVU�VM�\ZLY�MLLZ�PU�[OL�� ��Z�WYLZLU[LK�UL^�[OYLH[�
to the poor and their ability to afford basic education and 
health care. User fees offered a means to recover some of 
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[OL�JVZ[Z�VM�W\ISPJS`�ÄUHUJLK�ZVJPHS�ZLY]PJLZ��,_WLYPLUJL�
ZOV^Z�[OH[�̂ OPSL�WYV[LJ[PUN�[OL�WVVY�MYVT�[OL�JVZ[�VM�\ZLY�
MLLZ�PZ�HJOPL]HISL��P[�PZ�UV[�H�ZPTWSL�[HZR��*HYLM\S�H[[LU[PVU�
T\Z[� IL� NP]LU� [V� KLZPNU� HUK� PTWSLTLU[H[PVU� PZZ\LZ��
PUJS\KPUN�^OPJO�ZLY]PJLZ�ZOV\SK�IL�OPNOS`�Z\IZPKPaLK�I`�
[OL� W\ISPJ��^OH[� YVSL� JVTT\UP[PLZ� ZOV\SK� WSH`� PU� JVZ[�
ZOHYPUN�� OV^� MLLZ� HYL� YLPU]LZ[LK�� HUK� OV^� [OL� NLUKLY�
KPTLUZPVUZ�VM�[OL�WVSPJ`�HYL�OHUKSLK3���

*VZ[� YLJV]LY`� ZLLTZ� JVU[YHY`� [V� [OL� O\THUP[HYPHU�
WYPUJPWSL�VM�PTWHY[PHSP[`�HUK�[OL�HSSVJH[PVU�VM�HZZPZ[HUJL�
IHZLK�VU�ULLK�HSVUL��*YP[PJZ�HYN\L�[OH[�PU�HSYLHK`�KPMÄJ\S[�
HUK�JVUZ[YHPULK�LU]PYVUTLU[Z��JOHYNPUN�\ZLY�MLLZ�VY�JVZ[�
ZOHYPUN�JVTWV\UKZ�PULX\P[PLZ�PU�HJJLZZ�[V�[YLH[TLU[�HUK�
JVU[YPI\[LZ�[V�[OL�KLZ[P[\[PVU�VM�[OL�TVZ[�]\SULYHISL��@L[�
KVUVYZ�OH]L�PUJYLHZPUNS`�THKL�[OLPY�M\UKPUN�JVU[PUNLU[�
VU�OH]PUN�[OLZL�TLJOHUPZTZ��)V[O�KVUVYZ�HUK�UH[PVUHS�
NV]LYUTLU[Z� ZLL� Z\JO� WVSPJPLZ� HZ� KL]LSVWTLU[HS"� [OL`�
ILSPL]L� [OH[� [OLPY� PU[YVK\J[PVU� PZ� PUL]P[HISL� HUK� [OH[�
IYPUNPUN� [OLT� PU� H[� HU� LHYS`� Z[HNL� ^PSS� JVU[YPI\[L� [V�
I\PSKPUN�H�Z\Z[HPUHISL��SVJHSS`�ÄUHUJLK�OLHS[O�Z`Z[LT�PU�
[OL�SVUNLY�[LYT4��

*VZ[�ZOHYPUN� PZ� H� YLJLU[� PUUV]H[PVU� PU� JVTWSL_�
LTLYNLUJPLZ�� [OLYL� PZ� Z\IZ[HU[PHS� L_WLYPLUJL�^P[O� Z\JO�
ZJOLTLZ�PU�[OL�KL]LSVWTLU[�ZLJ[VY��*VZ[�ZOHYPUN�ILJHTL�
^PKLS`� HJJLW[LK� HZ� H� ULJLZZHY`� LSLTLU[� VM� OLHS[OJHYL�
ÄUHUJPUN�PU�[OL�KL]LSVWPUN�^VYSK�PU�[OL�TPK�� ��Z��([�
[OH[�[PTL��NV]LYUTLU[Z�^LYL�\UHISL�[V�HKLX\H[LS`�M\UK�
W\ISPJ�ZLY]PJLZ�PUJS\KPUN�OLHS[O��>(:/��LK\JH[PVU�HUK�
V\[�VM�WVJRL[�L_WLUKP[\YL�VU�OLHS[O�HUK�LK\JH[PVU�^HZ�
NYV^PUN� YHWPKS`� HZ� WLVWSL� �PUJS\KPUN� [OL� WVVY�� ^LYL�
MVYJLK�[V�ZLLR�JHYL�PU�[OL�WYP]H[L�ZLJ[VY��;OLU��HS[LYUH[P]L�
ZV\YJLZ�VM�ÄUHUJPUN�^LYL�JSLHYS`�ULLKLK��HUK�[OL�>VYSK�
)HUR�ILNHU�W\ZOPUN� MVY� [OL� PUJS\ZPVU�VM�UH[PVUHS� JVZ[�
ZOHYPUN�TLJOHUPZTZ�HZ�H�^H`�VM�IYPKNPUN�^OH[�PZ�RUV^U�
HZ�[OL�OLHS[O�ZLJ[VY�YLZV\YJL�NHW��[OL�ZOVY[MHSS�IL[^LLU�
[OL� M\UKPUN� WYV]PKLK� I`� NV]LYUTLU[Z� HUK� KVUVYZ� HUK�
[OL�SL]LS�VM�M\UKPUN�YLX\PYLK�[V�WYV]PKL�H�IHZPJ�SL]LS�VM�
OLHS[OJHYL�VM�HJJLW[HISL�X\HSP[`5��

The Bamako Initiative:;OL� TPUPZ[LYZ� VM� (MYPJHU�
*V\U[YPLZ�SH\UJOLK�[OL�)HTHRV�0UP[PH[P]L�PU�H�JVUMLYLUJL�
OLSK� PU�4HSP� PU�� ���ZWVUZVYLK�I`�>/6�HUK�<50*,-�
^P[O�[OL�VIQLJ[P]L�VM�LUZ\YPUN�[OH[�[OL�LU[PYL�WVW\SH[PVU�
ZOV\SK�OH]L�HJJLZZ�[V�WYPTHY`�OLHS[O�JHYL�H[�HU�HMMVYKHISL�
WYPJL�� (JJVYKPUN� [V� [OL� SP[LYH[\YLZ� HUK� WHZ[� WYVNYHT�
PTWSLTLU[H[PVUZ�HM[LY�)HTHRV�0UP[PH[P]L�PU�(MYPJH��[OLYL�
HYL� ZL]LYHS� JOHSSLUNLZ� HUK� HYN\TLU[Z� PUJS\KPUN� [OH[�
[OL� JVZ[�ZOHYPUN� TLJOHUPZT� L_JS\KLZ� [OL� WVVY� \USLZZ�
[OLYL� PZ� HU�LMMLJ[P]L� Z`Z[LT�VM� L_LTW[PVUZ� HUK�^HP]LYZ�
[OH[�PZ�ULJLZZHY`�[V�WYV[LJ[�[OL�]\SULYHISL�ZVJPHS�NYV\WZ��
*VUJLYUZ� PUJS\KL� ^OL[OLY� [OL� YL]LU\L� J\T� JVSSLJ[LK�
MYVT�[OL�ILULÄJPHY`�JVZ[�ZOHYPUN�JHU�IL�MHPYS`�JVSSLJ[LK�
HUK�THUHNLK��

-\Y[OLYTVYL�� V[OLY� LTLYNPUN� JOHSSLUNLZ� JHU� IL� [OL�
^PSSPUNULZZ� HUK� JVTTP[TLU[� MYVT� [OL� NV]LYUTLU[� [V�
PUP[PH[L�HUK�L_[LUK�NYHZZYVV[�SL]LS�OLHS[O�ZLY]PJL�V\[SL[Z�
ZPUJL� JVZ[� ZOHYPUN� WYVNYHTZ� HYL� \Z\HSS`� [VV� JVTWSL_�
HUK� KPMÄJ\S[� [V� IL� \UKLYZ[VVK� I`� [OL� JVTT\UP[`� HUK�
ZLY]PJL�WYV]PKLYZ6��0U�YLTV[L�HYLHZ�̂ OLYL�L]LY`IVK`�SP]LZ�
VU�[OL�]LYNL�VM�WV]LY[ �̀� P[� PZ�UV[�LHZ`�[V�WYV]PKL�OLHS[O�
JHYL�MVY�[OL�WVVYLZ[�VM�[OL�WVVY��)\[�[VKH`�P[�PZ�JSLHY�[OH[�
[OL�WYL]LU[P]L�JHYL�VMMLYLK� MYLL�HUK� PU�H�KLJLU[YHSPaLK�
THUULY� ^P[O� ZVTL� MVYT� VM� JVZ[�ZOHYPUN� MVY� ZLY]PJL�

Z\Z[HPUHIPSP[`�PZ�ILULÄ[PUN�[OL�LU[PYL�WVW\SH[PVU�
 

What brings the issue now? 
+\YPUN� V\Y� :H]L� [OL� JOPSKYLU� ÄLSK� ]PZP[Z� HJYVZZ� [OL�
JV\U[Y �̀� ^L� VIZLY]LK� THU`� MHJPSP[PLZ� IV[O� OLHS[O� HUK�
LK\JH[PVU�JSVZLK�I`�LP[OLY�SHJR�VM�Y\UUPUN�JVZ[�VY�^OLU�
WYVQLJ[�Z\WWVY[�OHZ�LUKLK��;OPZ�ZOV^Z�OV^�V\Y�V\[SVVR�
PZ�]\SULYHISL�HUK�\UZ\Z[HPULK��@V\�UL]LY�ÄUK�ZVTLVUL�
[OPURPUN�HIV\[�[OL�JOHSSLUNLZ�ILMHSSPUN�Z\JO�PUZ[P[\[PVUZ��
`V\�UL]LY�ÄUK�HU`VUL�IYHPUZ[VYTPUN�HUK�WYVWVZPUN�VU�
[OL�ILZ[�^H`�[V�LUZ\YL� [OL�Z\Z[HPUHIPSP[`�VM� [OL�L_PZ[PUN�
W\ISPJ� PUZ[P[\[PVUZ� [V� JVU[PU\L� KLSP]LYPUN� ZLY]PJLZ� [V�
[OL�JVTT\UP[PLZ��-VY�L_HTWSL��^OLU�Z\JO�JHZLZ�VJJ\Y��
[OV\ZHUKZ� VM� [OL� JOPSKYLU� SVZL� [OLPY� LK\JH[PVU�� ^OPSZ[�
[OV\ZHUKZ� VM� JOPSKYLU� KPL� ILJH\ZL� VM� WYL]LU[HISL�
KPZLHZLZ�VY�K\YPUN�[OLPY�QV\YUL`�[V�HJJLZZPUN�OLHS[O�JHYL�
PU�[OL�ULHY�WSHJLZ��PU�HKKP[PVU��^OLU�ZJOVVSZ�HYL�JSVZLK�
K\L�[V�[OL�HIV]L�TLU[PVULK�JPYJ\TZ[HUJLZ��WHYLU[Z�ZLUK�
[OLPY�JOPSKYLU�[V�RLLW�NVH[Z�OLUJL�TPZZPUN�V\[�VU�ZJOVVS�
HUK�H�IYPNO[�M\[\YL��

0U�[OPZ�WVPU[�VM�]PL �̂� PM�JVZ[�ZOHYPUN�PZ� PU[YVK\JLK�[V�
IV[O�OLHS[O�HUK�LK\JH[PVU�PU�:VTHSPH��[OL�I\YKLU�^V\SK�
IL� [HRLU� H^H`� MYVT�WHYLU[Z� VY� L]LU�KVUVYZ�^OV�OH]L�
ILLU�Z\WWVY[PUN�[OLZL�[^V�ZLJ[VYZ�MVY�[OL�[^V�KLJHKLZ��
^O`&�ILJH\ZL�P[�W\[Z�H�SV[�VM�WYLZZ\YL�VU�WHYLU[Z�^OV�HYL�
Z[Y\NNSPUN�[V�ÄUK�[OLPY�SP]LSPOVVK�HZ�^LSS�HZ�KVUVYZ�^OV�
HYL� UV^� HMMLJ[LK� I`� *V]PK�� � HUK� TH`� IL� L_OH\Z[LK�
MYVT� UV[� HJOPL]PUN� [OL� YLZ\S[� PU[LUKLK� I`� [OL� :+.Z��
*VZ[�ZOHYPUN�HSSV^Z�WLVWSL�[V�MLLS�V^ULYZOPW��JVU[YPI\[L�
H� SV[� HUK� OVSK� [OL� NV]LYUTLU[� HJJV\U[HISL� [V� KLSP]LY�
^OH[� PZ� YLX\PYLK� HUK�L_WLJ[LK�� 0U� JVUJS\ZPVU�� P[� PZ� [OL�
YVSL� VM� NV]LYUTLU[� [V� ZL[� [OL� KPYLJ[PVUZ� [V� H[[HPU� [OLPY�
JVTTP[TLU[Z� [V� <UP]LYZHS� OLHS[O� JV]LYHNL� �</*�� HZ�
^LSS�HZ�LK\JH[PVU� MVY�HSS��NV]LYUTLU[Z�HYL�VISPNH[LK� [V�
[HRL� YLHZVUHISL� YLN\SH[VY`� HUK� V[OLY� TLHZ\YLZ� ^P[OPU�
H]HPSHISL�YLZV\YJLZ�[V�HJOPL]L�[OL�WYVNYLZZP]L�YLHSPaH[PVU�
VM�[OL�YPNO[�[V�OLHS[O�JHYL�HUK�HJJLZZ�[V�LK\JH[PVU��;OPZ�PZ�
WHY[PJ\SHYS`�PTWVY[HU[�PU�OLHS[O�JHYL�THYRL[Z��^OPJO�HYL�
JOHYHJ[LYPaLK�I`�Z\JO�MHPS\YLZ�HZ�PUMVYTH[PVU�HZ`TTL[Y �̀�
SHJR�VM� PUMVYTH[PVU�VU�WYPJLZ�HUK�X\HSP[`� [OH[�WYLJS\KL�
JVUZ\TLY�JOVPJL��HK]LYZL�ZLSLJ[PVU��HUK�TVYHS�OHaHYK���
;OL�PU[LU[PVU�VM�[OPZ�WYVNYHT�PZ�[V�L_WHUK�[OL�HJJLZZ�VM�
[OL�ZLY]PJLZ� [V� [OL�ULLK`�WLVWSL�HJYVZZ� [OL�JV\U[Y`�I`�
UV[�W\[[PUN�H�I\YKLU�VU�[OLPY�ZOV\SKLY��

0�ILSPL]L�[OL�PKLH�VM�JVZ[�ZOHYPUN�TLJOHUPZT�PU�ZLY]PJL�
KLSP]LY`�JHU�IL�HWWSPLK� PU�:VTHSPH� PU�WHY[PJ\SHY�OLHS[O�
JLU[YLZ�HUK�NLULYHS�OVZWP[HSZ�[V�LUZ\YL�[OL�Z\IZ[HU[PHSP[`�
VM�[OL�OLHS[O�ZLY]PJLZ��:\Z[HPUPUN�OLHS[O�ZLY]PJL�WYV]PZPVU�
PZ�X\P[L�JOHSSLUNPUN�HUK�L_WLUZP]L�HUK�JHUUV[�IL�Y\U�I`�
PU[LYUH[PVUHS�VYNHUPaH[PVU�HZ�P[Z�WYVQLJ[�WYV]PZPVU�IHZLK�
I`�W\[[PUN�TLHZ\YLZ�HUK� Z[YH[LNPLZ� [V�IL�THUHNLK�HUK�
[YHPULK�VU�OLHS[O�MHJPSP[`�PU�JOHYNLZ��
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Three basic arguments have been developed to support 
cost-sharing:
1. Increased revenue. User fees are one of the few 

feasible ways of raising revenue to bridge the health 
sector resource gap in resource-poor environments. 
There are other ways of raising revenue: for instance, 
this can be done by asking community to pay the 
consultation card fee which is not that expensive, 
that costs collected would help to run the health 
facilities and prevents close out once donor 
funding has waned. More work needs to be done in 
developing policies that contribute to reduction in 
the health service gaps in remote areas. 

2. 0UJYLHZLK� LMÄJPLUJ`. User fees, if well designed, 
should mean that resources are used more 
LMÄJPLU[S`�^P[OPU�[OL�OLHS[O�Z`Z[LT��;OL`�KPZJV\YHNL�
unnecessary use and can create incentives for 
providers and patients alike to shift the focus 
towards cost-effective high-priority care for disease 
prevention; they can also via differential pricing, 
move the delivery of care away from expensive 
OVZWP[HS�IHZLK� [YLH[TLU[� [V� TVYL� JVZ[�LMÄJPLU[�
primary healthcare.

3. 0UJYLHZLK� LX\P[`. If the income they generate is 
used to improve service quality, user fees could have 
positive equity outcomes. Even with user fees, a 
public health system that delivers high-quality care 
close to where people live would offer poor people 
cheaper and better care than they would be able to 
get in the private sector.

 
This is just an idea and can be examined for further studies 
to know more about the pros and cons however many 
countries in Africa and Asia have tested and displayed 
globally the impact made. Somalia is one of the countries 
ranked lowest globally with health service provision and 
the biggest problem is access of health services to the 
poor vulnerable communities. 

+PZJSHPTLY!� ;OL� ]PL^Z� ^YP[[LU� PU� [OPZ� HY[PJSL� KVU»[�
YLWYLZLU[�[OL�]PL^Z�VM�05.6�
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